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by the removal of the pigs to other clean quarters or pastures, but if they have been sick for long their growth is usually permanently retarded and it is unlikely that they will ever make much money for the owner, even though they eventually reach the market. It should be kept in mind that this disease is a soil infection and is directly associated with unsanitary hog lots. It does not seem reasonable to expect to cure pigs sick of this disease if they are kept continuously on such infected ground.
There are innumerable cures for this disease. All are guaranteed, but none will stand the test. Tonics, minerals, and other panaceas are never recommended by individuals not interested in the sale of such preparations. Minerals, no doubt, have their place in rational live-stock feeding, but no sensible person can reasonably expect to cure or prevent an infectious disease by any such means. Clean hog lots are worth more than any medicinal treatment available.
How to prevent necrotic enteritis
Necrotic enteritis, as pointed out previously, is a disease of filthy hog lots. It affects small pigs under six months of age. It is also incurable. With these facts in mind, the owner of young pigs should take pains to protect them from infection. Hog lots that are known to be heavily seeded with the germs of this disease should be avoided. If the disease was present the year before, it is likely to appear the following season. Wet low-lying hog lots are always dangerous, because wet soil acts as an ideal incubator for the growth of these disease germs.
Most pigs possess considerable natural resistance to infection, but when they are forced to live in such filthy lots their ability to throw off infection is reduced to such an extent that they are unable to withstand the massed attack of millions of these germs. When one observes the conditions under which some pigs are forced to exist, one may well wonder that any of them are able to survive at all. Clean mud never hurts pigs; it is the accumulated filth of